
this period will see the “market revolution”: 
more and more agricultural and industrial 
workers working to sell products In distant 
markets 
 
►less and less “cottage industry” and 
subsistence agriculture 
►More and more factory work and commercial 
farming 



 1790:  Samuel Slater’s 
cotton yarn factory in 
Rhode Island 

 1793:  Eli Whitney’s 
cotton gin 
 

Slater’s Factory along the river… 

Cotton EnGINe  



 1816:  Monroe elected 
President & Second 
Bank of U.S. chartered 

 Hamilton’s national bank 
plan still in effect despite 
Jefferson’s attempts to 
repeal 

 Shares in the B.U.S. sold 
to private stockholders 

President James Monroe 



 Term “Era of Good 
Feelings” coined by 
press…deceptive title 
 Rush-Bagot Treaty and 

British-American 
Convention of 1818 
▪ Secured and demilitarized 

the US/Canadian 
Border…first time 

▪ Canada’s border is secure 
since Independence 



 Erie Canal (Clinton's 
ditch) constructed:  
Canals and roads are 
main transportation 
systems 

…from Buffalo NY to Albany to NYC. 

•40 feet wide 

•4 feet deep 

•364 miles long 

•83 locks 

•300 bridges 

$7 million 



 Andrew Jackson invades 
Spanish Florida (without 
instructions or 
permission) on pretense 
of Seminole 
uprising…prompts Spain 
to agree to Adams-Onis 
Treaty 



Jackson’s Florida Campaigns 



 Adams-Onis Treaty with 
Spain sets Western 
Border  

 Gives US their first official 
Pacific Claim (What was 
Lewis & Clark doing 
then???) 



Adams-Onis Treaty, 1819 



 Dartmouth College v. Woodward:  state could not 
interfere with corporations 

 McCulloch v. Maryland:  state could not tax Second 
Bank of US or any federal institution within its 
borders 
 Put unpopular B.U.S. out of any state’s regulatory control 

 Both rulings stunned republicans who favored state’s 
rights to regulate companies 
▪ Court under Marshall’s leadership, strengthened the power of the 

federal govt and thus fostered national unity over localism 



 Growing number of state banks 
overprinted paper currency and 
Second B.U.S. began to call in its 
debts from state banks in specie 
(hard currency) 

 Quickly curtailed credit/spending 
especially in the West. 

 Inflation spiked, unemployment 
and bankruptcies up, more 
imprisonment for debt. 
 Consequences: 

▪ Bad feelings towards US (Federal) 
bank and higher protective tariffs 

▪ Farmers realize their dependency 
on distant markets and need for 
improved transportation 



 Monroe wins second 
term; Federalist party is 
DEAD… 

 Democratic-Republicans 
begin to fracture 
sectionally 



 1820-1821:  Missouri Compromise: 

 Mo. Slave state for admission of Maine as free state 

 Line established @ 36/30 for slavery…postpones slavery 
issue again. 

 Viewed at the time as a southern victory…but South 
concedes the right of Congress to prohibit slavery in 
territories 

 THEREFORE  slaves are distinct from other types of 
property that can be transported anywhere 



The Compromise of 1820: 
A Firebell in the Night! 



 Lowell Massachusetts 
established 

 First large, planned 
industrial American city 

 1822-48:  population 
grows from 2,500-33,000 

 (mostly “Yankee Girls” 
aka Mill Girls) 

 



 Primarily young, unmarried 
farm girls (80%) 
 Average age 16 
 Most had kin working at the 

same mill 
 Preferred mill work to other 

options  
 More independence than 

domestic service 
 Better wages than teaching 

 Most worked only about 5 
years 
 Viewed employment as an 

interlude between childhood 
and marriage 

 Many worked to earn dowries 
 Some to educate their brothers 







 12-13 hour days (in the winter) 
 Highly regimented time 

schedule 
 New girls paired with more 

experienced workers 
 Extremely loud; overwhelming 
 15% of labor force was male 

 Men performed different jobs 
▪ Handled the initial phases; picking 

and carding 
▪ Repaired machinery 
▪ Worked as supervisors 

 Worked in different spaces 
 Typical workroom had 2 male 

supervisors; 80 female operators; 
2 children 

 Allowed employers to avoid 
the issue of equal pay for equal 
work 
 







 All unmarried girls had to live in company boarding 
houses 
 Generally run by matronly widows 

 Partially subsidized by the company 
 Strict rules 

 Curfews; room cleaning; church attendance 
 Allowed girls to leave home and work for wages 

without risking their reputations 
 Reassured parents 

 Important political consequences; fuelled worker 
solidarity 

 



 Lowell mill girls were 
renowned for their pursuit of 
education and self-cultivation 
 Formed lending libraries, 

benevolent associations, 
debating clubs, missionary 
societies 

 Took evening classes 
▪ Lucy Larcom studied German, 

Botany and Ethcis 
 Some workers even pooled 

resources to hire teachers 
 Ran a company-sponsored 

newspaper, The Lowell Offering 
 Attended Lyceum lectures 

▪ Debated issue of slavery; 
dilemma of working on cotton 
products supplied from the South 

 

http://www.library.csi.cuny.edu/dept/americanstudies/lavender/graphics/loffer.jpg
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 In some ways, the Lowell mill girls were among 
the nation’s first “modern women” 
 Because they had their own savings before marriage, 

they had more choice in regard to marriage 
▪ May have expected a greater degree of independence after 

marriage 

▪ And encouraged daughters’ independence 

 Married later and had fewer children than their peers 

 More likely to settle in towns and cities 
▪ Upward social mobility 

 

 



 Foreign Policy:  Monroe 
Doctrine states US 
intentions in Western 
hemisphere 

 “No more European 
colonization in our 
Backyard!” 



John Quincy Adams 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qnVpC4zXpM


The Election of 1824: 
The “Corrupt Bargain” 

Candidate Popular Vote 
Electoral 

Vote 

Andrew Jackson 43% 99 

J.Q. Adams 31% 84 

William 
Crawford 

13% 41 

Henry Clay 13% 37 



 Andrew Jackson elected 
President:  popular with 
poor, Western and 
Southern voters 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3dw2v69I6Y




 



 1829:  By late 1820’s early trade unions begin 
to form 

 1830:  Indian Removal Act passes U.S. 
Congress- a plan for resettling the Five 
“Civilized Tribes” 

 1831:  Cherokee v. Georgia:  Supreme Court 
rules that Indian tribes are “domestic 
dependent nations” with prolonged 
occupancy and right of ownership 



 After the discovery of gold 
in Cherokee Nation, state of 
Georgia passes legislation 
over Cherokee nation within 
its borders…Cherokee 
Nation sues and loses at 
state level 

 Marshall Court rules 

 Worcester v. Georgia:  
state laws can not 
supersede federal treaties 
with tribes 

 President Jackson: “…let’s 
see him (Marshall) enforce 
it.” Jackson’s Professed “Love” for 

Native Americans 

 



 First strike at Lowell Mills/ 
women 

 Wages were cut by 25% 
 Many returned home 
 2nd strike more effective ¼ 

 Factory Girl Association 

 Most early strikes were 
unsuccessful (would lead to 
Sarah Bagley in 1845 
addressing Mass Legis for 10 
hours) 
 

  

Song Lyrics Sung by Protesting Workers 
at Lowell 
Oh! isn't it a pity, such a pretty girl as I 
Should be sent to the factory to pine away 
and die? 
Oh! I cannot be a slave, I will not be a slave, 
For I'm so fond of liberty, 
That I cannot be a slave. 
 



 1835:  Treaty of 
Echota…official removal 
of Cherokees begins 

 1837:  Grimke Sisters 
antislavery lecture tour 
(mixed receptions)  

 1838:  Trail of Tears/Five 
Tribes Removed to 
Great American Desert 

 OKLAHOMA!!!! 

../../../../Film Clips/1830's/The Grimke Sisters.mpg

